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RAMPARTS OF FORT MACKINAC i-H-AWKf 

Mackinac Island, Mackinac County 
Michigan \- 

Fort Mackinac is a part of the state park of Mackinac 
Island, belonging to the State of Michigan*  It was 
ceded by Act of Congress in 1895. 

Mackinac Island State Park Commission - Mr 
Burleigh, Chairman. 

Manferd 

DATE OF ERECTION: Started by the British under Lieutenant Governor 
Patrick Sinclair in 1781 and completed by the Americans 
in 1798. 

ARCHITECT 

BUILDERS': 

Unknown.  Designer undoubtedly was Lieutenant Governor 
Patrick Sinclair, commandant art Fort Michilimackinac from 
October 4, 1779 to September 18, 1782. 

Artisans and soldiers attached to Fort Michilimackinac, 

PRESENT CONDITION:  Good. 

MATERIALS OF CONSTRUCTION: Walls are of limestone for about 3/4 
of the perimeter with wood picketing surmounting the 
wall for about 1/2 of that distance. Remainder of 
ramparts, formerly of log construction with earth 
work between, is now open* 

Stone portion - outer veneer of mortared limestone. 
Interior of wall composed of loose rubble and refuse* 
Limestone was quarried on the island. 

OTHER EXISTING RECORDS: (1) Numerous references and sketches occur- 
ing in reports of Army Inspection Officers between the 
dates of 1797 and 1853, in files of the War Department 
at Washington.  (2) References and plans for rebuilding 
the remparts contained in correspondence between British 
Headquarters at Quebec and Fort Michilimackinac between 
the years 1797 and 1815 . See the Michigan Historical 
Collections, Vol. 9 to 39, inclusive. 

ADDITIONAL DATA: The Ramparts of Fort Mackinac today enclose a much 
smaller area than originally laid oat by their British 
builders.  Governor Patrick Sinclair's ambitious plan 
was curtailed after the American occupation, probably 
in 1798,  Four salients were eliminated and the ram- 
parts located im about their present position. 

Of the stone remparts - only the lower portion on the 
south which faces the bay can be original.  Numerous 
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ADDITIONAL DATA: (Continued) ^./vuctvi' 
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failures of the stone work are recorded In the early 
reports. On one occasion (1793) a piece of wall 40* 
long slid down the hill. The original construction 
was hasty and adequate bearings on the rock were never 
provided. Thus, numerous repairs and later additions 
to the height have obscured the original work. The 
old stone walls have recently been repaired and are in 
very good condition. 

Of the original log work - nothing remains.  It was 
built of local cedar which is easily rotted.  The 
exact location of the walls has never been determined. 
Early maps show two salients toward the north and 
bastions on both the east and west which are now en- 
tirely missing. 

The present coping of the remparts is of concrete 
which replaces the old log frazing.  This is a vast 
improvement over the former as it keeps the frost 
out of the walls.  It was the action of the frost 
through the century and a quarter of time since the 
Americans completed the walls which has so seriously 
impaired their strength. 

The source of the above information is a report compiled by the 
writer for the National Park Service during 1934.  It was written af- 
after a careful search of early records and historical data.  An 
important reference source was the letters and inspection reports 
on Fort Mackinac contained in the Michigan Historical Collections, 
Vol. 9 to 39 inclusive. 

(Signed) "Warren 1L, Rindge" 
District Officer 
November 8, 1936. 

A  O.V l   xX.   Vl !Cx K. u 
F.   Orla Varne 
District Officer 
May 3,   1937. 


